More People Are Moving From
England to Wales - Here's Why

In general, the pace of living in Wales is slower than in England and the cost
of living is lower. This is great for those looking for a quieter and less expensive
area to live in compared to places like Manchester and London.

Compare My Move's data displays that there has been a 27.9% increase in
people moving from England to Wales between 2020 and 2022. We've done
some research into why this is, the benefits of moving from England to Wales
and all of the factors that need to be taken into account when doing so.

We asked Compare My Move customers why they chose to make the move.
The most common reasons were:

What would you say are your main
motivations for moving to Wales?

Comparemymaove.com Survey

For work
Family related
For retirement

Lifestyle choice

Lower cost of living

@ comparemymove

The top reason for English residents moving to Wales is a lifestyle choice, this
could be people looking for a quieter life, as the population of Wales is 3.1
million, while the population of England is over 57 million - this could also
explain the reason in which people are moving to Wales for retirement, which
is the third most popular reason.


https://www.comparemymove.com/house-removals

Where Are People Moving to?

We've put together a table of the percentage of people who have moved
from England in 2022 and some of the most popular places they've moved to.
With the highest number of movers from England finding a place in the
capital.

Location Movers from England

Cardiff 12.8%
Swansea 6.7%
Newport 5.8%
Wrexham 4.8%
Bridgend 31%

Cardiff is the most popular choice for people moving from England, a lot of
this is likely due to the transport links that the Welsh capital has to England,
meaning that those who want to move to Wales but need to keep a job in
England can do so with ease.

Property Prices

With a smaller population of 3.1 million, Wales is generally less crowded.
Competition for houses tends to be lower than in popular areas of England,
therefore property prices are lower.



The average home in Wales costs £212,834. In England, the price of the
average property is £92,897 higher than this at £305,731.

The table below shows the average house prices in Wales and England as of
April 2023:

House Type Wales (Average Price) England (Average Price)

Flats and Maisonettes £134,725 £250,674
Terraced Houses £163,980 £247,025
Semi-detached Houses £208,033 £294 315
Detached houses £328,628 £484 512

*Data taken from the UK House Price Index for Wales and England.

The average rental cost in Wales is £828 according to Homel et. Rent in the
rest of the UK is £1,229 on average. This includes inflated London prices. If
you're moving to Cardiff from London, you will notice a significant decrease in
property and rental costs.

Some areas are more expensive than others, according to research done by
Wales Online, Monmouthshire tops the list with an average property price
of £363,949, followed by the Vale of Glamorgan at £315,019. However, these
are the only two areas that have an average house price higher than the
average in England, with Cardiff’s average house price being £267,573,
almost £40,000 cheaper than the average house price in England.

Cost of Living

The average annual salary in Wales is lower than in England at £23,996 and
£26,192 respectively. However, the cost of living in Wales is 32% less expensive


https://homelet.co.uk/homelet-rental-index
https://www.walesonline.co.uk/lifestyle/welsh-homes/wales-cheapest-most-expensive-areas-25547577

compared to England. The average living cost in Wales is around £1081 a
month, while England’s is around £1424.

Here is a breakdown of some of these costs for both countries:

Cost of Living Examples England

Public transport pass (monthly) £47.52 £73.23
Utility bills (monthly) £101.01 £112.49
Cym membership (monthly) £28.47 £30.69
Chicken breast (1kg) £5.25 £5.62
Beer in a Pub (0.5L) £3.44 £4.16
Taxi (5 miles) £11.33 £13.16
Preschool (monthly) £841.77 £1018.55
Dinner in a restaurant (for 2 people) £45.99 £47.52
NHS Prescriptions (per item) Free £9.65

* Data based on one person and taken from LivingCost.Org

It must be noted that both the salary and the cost of living in England is
skewed by the London living wage, as people who work in London are often


https://livingcost.org/cost/united-kingdom/wls

paid more than outside of London, due to this London has its own
sub-economy in which prices and wages are higher.

David Sayce, Co-Founder of Compare My Move had this to say on moving
from England to Wales:

“People are feeling the squeeze with the cost of living, and the rising
inflation rates over the past few years, so it makes sense that people
are looking for places to move with money on the mind - and Wales

fits the bill perfectly, lower property prices and lower cost of living are

going to continue to drive English movers to Wales consistently as

they have been since 2020.

However, | also predict that the more English movers that do move to
Wales for the cost of living purposes, the higher the cost of living will

’

rise in Wales, levelling out with England sometime in the near future.’

Owner and Managing Director of Compare My Move, Dave Sayce



https://www.comparemymove.com/house-removals

